
Automated message validation helps you
catch and fix errors before they affect
your trading partners and ensures that

your internal systems have reliable data.
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By replacing manual, paper-
based processes with

automated ones, you can
significantly reduce or even

eliminate human errors.



EDI gives you and your trading partners
a clear view of the entire order and

invoice process. This complete visibility
helps you make better decisions and
ultimately improves the service to the

end customer.

Increased visibility within the supply
chain removes uncertainties and

allows you to lower the amount of on-
hand inventory.
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FEWER ERRORS ENHANCED VISIBILITY REDUCED INVENTORY
COST

INCREASED ACCURACY

You can streamline your operations and save
time by using integrated EDI to automate the
exchange of messages and avoid entering

data manually in different systems.



IMPROVED OPERATIONAL
EFFICIENCY

Driven to Provide Value to Your System
W W W . M E R I T B R A S S . C O M



ELECTRONIC DATA INTERCHANGE



856 Advance Shipping Notice (ASN) - used to advise the receiving party of a shipment.

EDI DOCUMENTS WITH MERIT

855 Purchase Order Acknowledgement - sent by a seller to a buyer in response to an EDI 850
Purchase Order.

860 Purchase Order Change Request - sent from a buyer to a seller when the buyer needs to
make changes to their EDI 850 Purchase Order.

997 Functional Acknowledgement - used by trading partners to confirm the receipt of other
EDI documents. 

753 Request for Routing – sent from supplier to buyer and is used in situations where the
buyer, rather than the supplier, is controlling their inbound transportation process.

852 Product Activity Data - used primarily to share data related to inventory positions and
movements, such as sales and restocking, between suppliers and distributors.

850 Purchase Order – Electronic purchase order sent to a vendor as the first step in the
ordering process.

820 Payment Order /Remittance Advice - Confirm payment details and/or advise the seller
of any adjustments to the payment amount.

810 Invoice - Invoice is sent by a seller to a buyer, to indicate the charges due, and request
payment according to agreed-upon terms. 

TRADING PARTNER - THE SENDER OR RECEIVER OF EDI BUSINESS DOCUMENTS

TRANSMISSION - SET OF EDI BUSINESS DOCUMENTS SENT BY OR RECEIVED FROM A GIVEN TRADING PARTNER

TRANSACTION SET - AN EDI BUSINESS DOCUMENT (INVOICES, PURCHASE ORDERS, FUNCTIONAL AKNOWLEDGMENTS, ETC.)

VAN (VALUE ADDED NETWORK) - A VAN IS AN INDEPENDENT COMPANY THAT PROVIDES A STORAGE AND FORWARDING SERVICE FOR EDI
TRANSMISSIONS BETWEEN TRADING PARTNERS 

ANSI X12 STANDARD - IMPLEMENTED BY THE AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE (ANSI) TO DEFINE EDI BUSINESS DOCUMENTS. THIS IS THE
STANDARD FOR MOST, FREQUENTLY USED BY U.S. COMPANIES

EDIFACT STANDARD - A UNITED NATIONS’ COMMITTEE SANCTIONED THIS STANDARD TO DEFINE EDI BUSINESS DOCUMENTS. MANY EXPECT THIS TO
BECOME THE WORLD-WIDE STANDARD FOR EDI TRANSMISSIONS

TRANSLATION SOFTWARE - THIS TRANSLATES EDI DOCUMENTS TO A FLAT FILE THAT CAN BE USED BY APPLICATION SOFTWARE OR TO A USER-
FRIENDLY FORMAT

MAPPING REQUIREMENTS - THE REQUIREMENTS OF A CUSTOMER’S TRANSACTION SET. IDENTIFIES FIELDS FOR A TRANSACTION SET SO THAT THE
COMPUTERS UNDERSTAND WHERE EACH FIELD SHOULD BE PLACED ON THAT DOCUMENT

PRODUCTION - SENDING LIVE DATA THROUGH THE EDI NETWORK

EC - ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

FTP (FILE TRANSFER PROTOCOL) – USED TO TRANSFER DATA FROM ONE COMPUTER TO ANOTHER OVER THE INTERNET, OR THROUGH A NETWORK.
FTP IS A COMMONLY USED PROTOCOL FOR EXCHANGING FILES OVER ANY TCP/IP BASED NETWORK TO MANIPULATE FILES ON ANOTHER
COMPUTER ON THAT NETWORK REGARDLESS OF WHICH OPERATING SYSTEMS ARE INVOLVED. 

COMMON EDI TERMS:

Contact Our E-Business Program Manager, Corry Bena at
620.899.3676 or 800.726.9800 ext. 921
or email us at EDI@meritbrass.com !

Contact Our E-Business Program Manager, Corry Bena at
620.899.3676 or 800.726.9800 ext. 921
or email us at EDI@meritbrass.com !

What You Need to Know

EDI 863 Report of Test Results- Transmits the results of tests performed to satisfy a specified
product or process requirement.


